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Characterization of cavities in natural deciduous forests in eastern Hokkaido, Japan, with special reference of

possible nest resources for Siberian flying squirrel
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BHEIE, 2> FEIC L 29H, Biriv, AR ED
FRTHIAIAE U7 R E T A B E MR LT
RENDZHRATH Y (BT, 22k 2004) . HHIFIZ B
T OO (LR, BHREREY) 2L >T
O KBS, B0 L UCHEERERERE 25 (K
K - )11 2006 ; Nielsen et al. 2007 ; /)N 2013),
BHRAIZARZERTH Y (A D 2006 ; /i 2013) .
v Xy MIZEIT HBRAOH (IR, SRR E) 138HREE
BRI OEEREY A XOFIRERIZ/Z2 5 EFbhTnb
(& H - T 2001 ; Lohmus 2003 ; Figueroa—de—Leon et
L7eho CTRRAE AT 2BAROASE (LI,
BHRAALL) OBHREZ M2 Z ik, BHAE B804 R
OB 2R 5 Z L IC8,N Y (NEFF 2018) , FHAS KT
Rl D FEREAR B SN L2 VR 2 SRR & 7e 0 155 &
MR s,

WZENEHIATH D X A U 7 EE  H Pteromys volans
(X, =T o7 RBEILE —HIToMm L, EICEHERMS
K OGBHARIMICAEET S (Hanski et al.
7 EETHY |, BHE, RIS E - o EE A
RELTRAT S 2 EnmESnTnsd (Wil 1999),
LB IR O —HifETH 5 =V EE L H P. volans

al. 2017),

2000). 5¢

orii AT LTE Y (B)I 1999 ; Oshida 2009), FIZ&f
JRIRAEMR ARG L (B 20, B S 1991), b =T HE,
F IR & DOUIEIREERS A G PR AR L LCRIA
DT ERABNTWD (B)I1999 5 FI 5 2008), F7z
AT —F 7 REBICOAAT HEEEE (LLF, =—
7 T EEED) LRERIC, B2 R L, IRES, BE
e L CHIAT 2 b Tngd (W)111999 5 45
EL 2007 5 {1 - BJIT 2008)
TYEECHTERARE L TR R~ Y dbies
sachalinensis % < FIHT 5 Z L BWE SN TS (Hh
B 5 1991 ; # FH 2003 ; Kadoya et al.
NS ElSEIPPR Y N 5 e
LR REESR TH Y (Pl 2011), & OFF(ERITAH
FOABMOEIZHEET D LN TRENDN, HIAT

2010 ; Marugame

et al. 2010),
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TEATEZS - NIEFREL - FHEER
DRIRMITI T DFRANN S | AT A B M oD o5 A
WZERL, BRI BRI R SR 2 L Rk
SNTVD (FFFE2007), L7edi-> T, AifEoA R
ik, FEE OO AR R Tl e < HICBHR O B
HEEHZ TOWDARENE X LIS,
JRZERBNTITEEER L 0 B BRRSTEHR S 02 &
WEINTEDY (McComb and Lindenmayer 1999 ; JiH -
[LIAF 2001) . JRZEBIAKICAER T 224V 7 BE I,
EVZL OBIREREZFMT 5 Z LR THL1H L
IR, ARFEOD Sy AT B AL B3 2 s 2, 2 —
7 VT RO BB & 13 e DVETEIRIER O B
MR ENDBMNIEIE L, =Y BE L HOELNRE S
NTWD (R - JIJI 2006 5 EA 5 2014 5 £ 2015).
L7235 T, ALHBEIZIEZERTARIC 3515 2 MHIR B AS AFRIC
52 B85 A0 OBRFOREMTH S LE X
BID, &I CAMIE TR, AfEE R O AN R S
2 DDORIRAEREILERKICBNT, =V ETHOHE
BARELZRVGLBHAAR L ZOBIREZR OGN L, ZA
U 7B 2 H OSMEARRERIFIIC T 57 5 72 O JEfE
BRI T O EREME LT,

i

AEMS & U RAELAM

AL TE S T T ISALE T 2 UM R A AR E B AR (F
i 3, 713ha ; dbifé 43°14° 50”7 ~ 217207, B 143°27 557
~ 3409”7 ; X 1) IHMZEEH 100 ~ 450m 0> FREHIAT A7
L. WEEOK 6 FllZdbi=2 2,28%ha 1X, T 7 v
SNHEH, TR E ORI OB OIS D R
REMB RO UMK TH D ([MEF 1994 5 AF S 2017),
ARFFETIE, ACHEIE O RIRFR AR T 2 B RS
Bchv (FL2011), £V TE 2 HOHEFINH
LNTWDA XY T Acer mono & X AFF Quercus
crispula (1203, HEF S 1991) I[ZE B L, HEMKPIC
DR DMERXZ 2 EHITRE L. (IEXAB I
B Miff5.4ha; 1), A XY AT NELHDBNDT



v S
Y& - 2 XJ T EE Ostryo-Quercetum grosseserratae (LA
T AT THMH) ZFEXA (17-18 RBE ; HEEbrim 115
~1954F), IRXFTINELL AL TN -IXF
I XS
THM) EFREXB (3 AKBE ; HEEMIG 95 ) & L7z, W
HHIMIL 2018427 A 11 A~ 10 A 11 A CTh o7z,

7 BEEE Carpino-Quercetum grosseserratae (LA T,

1§ (b 2 FETIALE S D SUM A biaE

HEMN) BLOZORIIHE SHEX.

BRZAE
REDEMBFIMT 2 BHAEZ RS 2 7201203, #
TICHSREOFIAEIRE L CORAEELZRT, ZO/ERL
FAET DRI (BRFAR) ORHED & BRF DO TER S 4
B2 0ERD D5, Bz, FHEFOERTIARIC
i S 4F= T A /NK 2 Ninox scutulata 235F 3 2 BHRAOFH
ATl AFEF M ATRE 22 A O EESK) 10 om 2 72 46
AORZBEZ v, BHRAORM (Be, MmmEeg, i
E7RE) POBHRADIEREHE FEiwS LT D BAS
2006)., F o THES
ATeT Y B 0 HFI AT AT R 22 B O A\ B D &£ 2. bem
L U B IR 2 TRIAICAES 2 AR 2. 5em
U EoEINH) EERLE LT, I LBRA
DL BRRE 2RI LT, 7o, Tl amAHRic
BEINTW2REFEE Cnll EoRETOEE) %
WE 2728, Mo b 4 mA I BRRAANMFAE S 2 s iE e
(DBH) 5. Ocm LA L ORfAA Z A5 & LT,
FRAEXA~T & LI 5 EFT$ O T 72 100m X
100m DH RN ZHE LT, FERNICHET 58 TD
BHBHAARZ TRt ge & Lz, MA T, BHRARAHIIZTT

BT

* ZCARNFFETIEL, B9E (2003) (2

BT D RINVERSEIRIERMR O BHN G IR ORI —= > % € > H OBRINE IR A ATREME IS
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ARALT—

TE9 2 BHF O M DBHS. Ocm 2L EO#EA % & FH X IZ>
ETUHLLTIOARERL, IO ERRA (2 ha—
V) & LTHWE, Jeds, BHIEA NERDOZ THIE L,
PNERHEEIC B 2 iR AT X ORI L e L 222> 7=,

(1) BHRAA DA

8t R A2 2 W T, Kadoya et al. (2010) 3 L O
Marugame et al. (2010) Z&H1Z.1) BHE, 1) #& ().
iii) s E e iv) Mm TR (). v) R
RE (ZENZAR, AHZEAR). vi) BRI (30 . Hdrh.,
W) Zsk L, AEARIIBRERHON bR L L,
BIRITED o7, Flo, ITEBLIOY 7 D
ERe A2 FRHBINRETH o127, K2 =T )8 (Acer
spp.) BELOW 2 FJ& (Cerasus spp.) & L THoTz,

(OBH) (cm) .

(2) MMARDAE

SHEAIZOWT, Kadoya et al. (2010) #ZHI2, 1)
R, 1) At (m). ii1)DBH (em). iv) M@ MTEAL (m).
v) KRB (NI, BRZEAR) ARiEk L7,

BUHROAE & BARDOFANE & DRk
BHIA DA #E & R DR & OBIR 2 BRFTT 272912
B XN CHHFA & HRAROFHAE H % ek Uiz,
% DBH @ #2213 Mann—Whitney @ U MRE, #FEO Lk
BEIZIT Fisher O EMEMRRE, RIE
PERRE &2 VT2,
2. A DBENIC

ED LLEZIZIL ° ST

&0 BRIADTE SR HLED &
D DONERET 272010, A XH TEHRAOFHIE R
bl U7e, BHREAK, #HRE, Bf&. DBH o ki
Mann—Whitney @ U K7€, IO LB I3 Fisher DIEfE
TERIRIE , IRTE, AR D LT o MSZMERRE & VT2,
BHEXDOSARAROAEEBET 572012, Lo
TAAS, BRI RS OREHEITIZIE T > 7 2T Lz
#1650 & (LT, HHBRRAA) OF —2 &Mz, £z
FHAFEOBHAFAEL (LUF, BHRAH) 2ZET 72010
FRAAEX CHONTET =2 &b LI2, BHROF ML B/
2y, MR K OVDBH 2L LTrYRAT 4 v



WIS ETe - HEHE T - 3Bt - TR T - SR 2 4L -

EFoHT (MR ="S010 , Vo 7Bf=nyy b
BIBG AT v TV A X)) ATV, RME e LE (AIC)
ICHESWTETLEBIN LIz, ST, BfonizET v
[ZHESNT, BER VAT 4 v ZEIRGHT (R =
TG U v M= r Yy MRS ARaRAE) &
1TV, REHOFEKMENR PO.01 112725 F TITE
DIRL, ZORER, HERBHRFEEZ BT Ch - 78t
BaEL~A PETVEBRIR LIz, B, XA METL
DIHTHEFE 13 Hosmer—Lemeshow T4 BE 1 E % FA VN CHREE
L7c, ETBTEIZOWTILCRAN DXy 75— “caret”
@ dummyVars & VN, I —Z% (0 7203 1) I2EH#H]
L7 b O EMEHENTIZ AWz, T ORI,
¥EFY 7 B R (ver.3.4.2) (R development core team

2017) &M iz,

WE 3 gl - AR - PUMEASSL - IR
#w R

BERARDFR &R E

AT TFHCIXEF 511 A (102.20 & ha) OFHFAAZ
71553 f (110. 60 &, ha) OERAZY, I AT FKTILFH
282 A (56.40 A/ ha) D BHFEAIZFE 310 {8 (62. 00 {H
/ ha) OBHRAMBE SR (R 1D, P=FHRICHEES
DEHAARITIT =7 B2 R 2 < (83 4,16, 24%) IR T,
I XFF (68 A, 13.31%) . 7 # ¥ E Fraxinus lanuginosa (56
AR, 10.95%) EHiE, F23FETH oM (F£2), —H.
I RFTTHITAFAET HBHRAARIZI X T 03 b %< (51
A, 18.09%), K\WT, A XL ¥ = Maackia amurensis
(29 A, 10.28%), F /% Phellodendron amurense (11 A,
Lhix | 20 ThHoln (F3), BIADEFH
O EEHERRZE (SE) 1X, =T AR TR 12.83 &

3. 90%)

7.24m (range = 1.10 — 35.00m), DBH19.52 == 20.69cm

K1, BANT TV —Z & DENARE LOMEAROAL,, fid, MWeEg

e BT U — fRAE A PYIME £ ERERE (m)  PHREER £ SR (cm)
=K EX NG £V N 399 1471 £7.18 19.84 +£21.76
(A XA) MIEAR 112 7.94 +4.73 18.39 +13.16

B 511 12.83 £7.24 19.52 +20.69

R A AR 118 15.54 +7.59 21.51 +£23.36

TFEA 32 8.22 +4.46 19.92 +16.56

B 150 13.23 +13.23 21.18 +22.08

PR N HETR 139 15.46 +7.22 15.65 +11.86

FEAR 11 8.51 +6.48 1131 + 4.62

B 150 14.95 +7.38 15.33 +£11.53

IAFIHR EREIAKR ESRV/N 163 15.63 +7.98 23.61 +23.10
(FHEXB) HIEAR 119 11.17 +7.47 23.06 +16.17
5 282 13.75 +8.06 23.38 +£20.44

Fh HA I AR TR 78 16.52 +8.15 26.91 +26.62

FhIEAR 72 11.68 +7.73 23.24 +15.11

B 150 14.20 +£8.29 25.15 +21.87

PO RV N 139 18.84 +6.63 25.26 +15.81

FEAR 11 14.83 +£6.42 15.51 + 6.21

5 150 18.54 +6.67 24.54 +15.51
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ALHEE I I 1T 2 RIREFBEILIER MR O BRI GIRORHE —= 8 W OBRIFGIRFI A WRetbicE R LT—

K2 AT TER LBIAROFAER (R KOS WmRiash), B, 3 X UWmEa

HifE AL 2 OEE (%) MR A 3k () & 2 OFIE (%) S ASE  E ARHERRE (m) SN R R £ A HERA 7 (em)

F4 4 A SRR A A A REBRA A SRR
Acer spp. o E 83 (16.24) 39 (26.00) 0.84 (2.59) 0.26 (6.02) 10.17 + 437 10.90 = 3.73 9.95 = 5.56 8.78 +2.65
Quercus crispula X7 68 (13.31) 50 (33.33) 19.90 (61.34) 2.88 (66.67) 20.85 £ 7.51  18.55 + 6.96 51.70 £32.68  22.56 +15.02
Alnus hirsuta var. hirsuta Ve CAVYe 12 (2.35) 2(1.33) 2.58 (7.95) 0.29 (6.71) 2241 £790  23.70 + 0.30 49.74 £17.02 4297 £ 541
Aria alnifolia TRXF Y 5(0.98) 1(0.67) 0.06 (0.19) 0.03 (0.69) 12.30 + 4.84 19.80 11.78 = 5.69 20.69
Betula davurica Y HTA R 6(1.17) 4(2.67) 0.21 (0.65) 0.08 ( 1.85) 20.02 £571  20.08 = 5.08 19.34 =8.69  14.48 £ 5.71
Betula maximowicziana IHE AT N 2(0.39) 0 0.07 (0.22) - 17.10 + 9.76 18.46 +13.50
Betula platyphylla THN 5(0.98) 7 (4.67) 0.37 (11.41) 0.20 (4.62) 2520 £5.17 24.00 =424 30.02 = 6.43 18.60 + 3.71
Cerasus spp. VTR 17 (3.33) 10 (6.67) 0.26 ( 0.80) 0.05 (1.16) 12.44 + 533 10.84 = 3.74 12.26 + 6.79 8.07 £ 1.95
Cercidiphyllum japonicum V7 0 0 - - - - - -
Cornus controversa IRF 2(0.39) 1.(0.67) 0.02 (0.06) 0.04 (0.93) 14.10 = 4.10 25.50 11.62 = 4.73 21.65
Eleutherococcus senticosus x/ya¥ 0 0 - - - - - -
Euonymus hamiltonianus ~v a3 1(0.20) 0 0.01 (0.03) - 17.00 - 10.19 -
Fraxinus lanuginosa TALE 56 (10.95) 2(1.33) 0.52 ( 1.60) 0.02 ( 0.46) 11.03 =410 1235 =3.85 9.87 £4.68 1146 =191
Fraxinus mandshurica YFHE 0 1(0.67) - 0.01 (0.23) - 18.00 - 8.91
Hydrangea paniculata e 0 5(333) - 0.02 (0.46) - 6.34 £ 1.67 - 6.37 £ 0.85
Kalopanax septemlobus VA 3(0.59) 1.(0.67) 0.10 (0.31) 0.02 (0.46) 19.00 *+ 6.06 27.00 19.74 £ 6.15 17.83
Maackia amurensis 51 (9.98) 3(2.00) 091 (2.81) 0.05 (1.16) 16.34 =741 19.07 = 5.80 14.00 +5.63  14.27 + 4.63
Magnolia obovata A% 1(0.20) 1(0.67) 0.01 (0.03) 0.02 (0.46) 13.00 18.00 10.50 15.60
Ostrya japonica THE 6(1.17) 5(3.33) 0.05 (0.15) 0.15 (3.47) 9.87 437 1555 =723 9.58 £3.70  16.61 * 6.41
Phellodendron amurense Fo 4(0.78) 0 0.32 (0.99) - 23.78 £ 3.64 - 30.56 = 9.78 -
Quercus dentata BT 1(0.20) 0 0.01 (0.03) 7.00 8.91
Staphylea bumalda N2AVAE S 3(0.59) 2(1.33) 0.02 (0.06) 0.01 (0.23) 6.13 =242 5.20 * 8.55 833 £2.15 9.39 +3.50
Tilia japonica 15 (2.93) 2(1.33) 0.21 (0.65) 0.04 (0.93) 1441 =432 23.15 +0.65 12.64 =459 1584 +5.17
Tilia maximowicziana 46 (9.00) 3 (2.00) 0.56 (1.73) 0.01 (0.23) 10.93 + 3.80 10.00 = 5.00 11.26 =531 8.59 +3.50
Toxicodendron trichocarpum 10 ( 1.96) 0 0.05 (0.15) - 7.75 £ 2.11 - 727 + 245 -
Ulmus davidiana var. japonica N= 2(0.39) 0 0.07 (0.22) - 21.00 £ 424 - 21.80 = 1.13 -
Abies sachalinensis Fr=> 0 0 - - - - - -

- HhEA 112 (21.92) 11 (7.33) 531 (16.37) 0.13 (3.01) 7.94 + 5.00 8.51 * 6.18 18.39 £16.34  11.31 + 4.40
it 511 150 32.44 432
N TFHVET=2DEBONED 27 EERT.
# 3. IATIHTEHRI LIBIARDOFAER (A% L OmErmAash), B, X OMmEs

HiFE AL 2 OEIE (%) MarslrmE R A (nd) &2 OEIE (%) 4 i - R (m) S g 1 AR YRR (om)

Fh 4 BHRA xR BHAA REA BHEA xR BHEA BOBEES
Acer spp. AT 9(3.19) 17 (11.33) 0.35 0.34 (3.43) 1372 £6.16 1494 £ 580 1620 £15.12  14.74 + 6.54
Quercus crispula X7 51 (18.09) 79 (52.67) 9.62 7.84 (79.11) 18.63 £ 8.07  20.65 * 6.11 37.46 £31.61 31.17 £17.21
Alnus hirsuta var. hirsuta N ¥ 1(0.35) 0 0.01 - 18.00 — 9.87 —
Aria alnifolia TAX v 0 0 - - - - - -
Betula davurica YT 4(142) 6 (4.00) 0.61 0.39 (3.94) 30.70 = 3.56  24.67 =274 4226 £13.04  27.92 =727
Betula maximowicziana HE AT N 1(0.35) 0 0.13 - 25.20 - 40.11 -
Betula platyphylla TAN 4(142) 3 (2.00) 0.42 0.14 (1.41) 22.17 £1291  20.70 £10.38 34.48 £17.26  23.63 =847
Cerasus spp. F7)E 6(2.13) 11 (7.33) 0.07 0.18 (1.82) 1243 =394 1424 =427 12,15 =233 1419 =298
Cercidiphyllum japonicum b4 3 (1.06) 0 0.14 - 14.40 + 530 19.92 £13.77 -
Cornus controversa IRF 0 0 - - - - - -
Eleutherococcus senticosus ESES S 1(0.35) 0 <0.01 - 3.40 7.32 -
Euonymus hamiltonianus a3 0 0
Fraxinus lanuginosa TALE 6(2.13) 0 0.04 - 8.08 £ 0.89 - 8.67 = 2.26 -
Fraxinus mandshurica YFHE 7(248) 0 0.69 - 18.33 £ 6.92 - 32.56 £14.22 -
Hydrangea paniculata IVTX 0 0 - - - - - -
Kalopanax septemlobus NUFY 4(142) 7 (4.67) 0.33 0.44 (4.44) 12.13 =434 19.57 £ 534 23.87 £21.86  26.37 £11.01
Maackia amurensis ARTL Y a 29 (10.28) 9 (6.00) 0.45 0.18 (1.82) 11.70 £ 4.07 1427 £ 8.74 1235 £ 6.56  13.62 = 8.74
Magnolia obovata wA /% 6(2.13) 2(1.33) 0.03 0.01 (0.10) 1143 =3.17 9.10 =297 822 = 1.51 6.97 + 2.66
Ostrya japonica 7L 0 0 - - - - - -
Phellodendron amurense Exavd 11 (3.90) 1(0.67) 0.72 0.09 (0.91) 23.05 £7.82 30.60 26.77 £10.88 34.06
Quercus dentata BT 0 0 - — - — — -
Staphylea bumalda NV LS 0 0 - - - - - -
Tilia japonica DA 0 0 - - - - - -
Tilia maximowicziana FANREAV 2 6(2.13) 1(0.67) 0.04 0.02 (0.20) 11.57 =257 15.30 9.49 + 0.96 15.30
Toxicodendron trichocarpum Yoy 11 (3.90) 2(1.33) 0.05 0.01 (0.10) 8.65 & 3.07 8.40 £3.39 7.23 £1.26 621 =0.23
Ulmus davidiana var. japonica =L 1(0.35) 1(0.67) 0.15 0.04 (0.40) 14.50 19.80 43.93 21.33
Abies sachalinensis rr=> 2(0.71) 0 0.07 - 15.50 + 0.50 - 2125 £ 422 -

- AEFEA 119 (42.20) 11 (7.33) 7.39 0.24 (2.42) 11.17 £ 744 1483 £6.21 23.06 £16.10 1551 £6.21
it 282 150 21.32 9.91
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BTS2 - R A - 35— -
(range = 5.41 — 126.69cm) ThH V., I XFTHTHR
13.75 = 8.06m (range = 0.70 — 32.40m), DBH23.38 =+
20. 44cm (range = 5.09 — 133.37cm) Th » 7= (F 1),
7 =7 RO W W AR A
b (F£2), I RS T E W EFESFHE 21,32 of
(4.36 nf /ha) Toh o7 (F3),

AT TR TIIRBRAAR 611 AD 5 5 399 A (78.08%) 73
ESEAR, 112K (21.92%) BHEFEARTH O,
RCIIBHRA 282 KD 5 6 163 A (57.80%) HAENLA,
119 K (42.20%) DR THo (FD, =
TR TR 553 # D 5 B 52 (9.40%) A3F Y ¥,
196 1 (35.45%) ASBHriv, 305 f# (55.15%) 23
BETDHDOTHoT. —F, I AT FHTITHAR 310
D5 B 728 (23.23%) 2BFV Y %
DIEEHTIL, 116 18 (37.42%) PHZUEK T B HDOTH -
72

13 32.44 nf (6.49 nd /ha) T

IXFT

122 {# (39. 35%)

BROERICEET HER

AT HRIZIBN T, BRI IR & TR EICH
B K25 72 (PO, 05, Mann-Whitney's U test), %
To BTS2 572 0 (PO, 01,
BHEAR ORIEIC S AERENRBD bz (PL0.01,
ZD—J5, BHROH I K 5 DB
D B Ao 72 (P=0. 24, Mann-
I RTF T IT RO GRS
L, BHEAAKRIZZ o —L & e THEICH S DMK
F 7= f FE
BRFA
WS A ERENRD b7z (P<0.01, Pearson’s
—J5, BHRO A2 X % DB OfEIC I A&
RENRD L)oo (P=0.12, Mann-Whitney's U

Fisher’s Exact test).

Pearson’s y’ test).

DI ITH B 72 22D

Whitney's U test),

Nxo 7= (P<0.01, Mann-Whitney's U test),
RN B2 W (P<0.01, Fisher's Exact test).
DARTHE

x° test),

test),

OYAT 4y 7 EURSHTOAER, AIC Z HENEICEIN L
TZET NI, DBHOMIZ, W=FE, I AT T, ¥=
HU 322N Betula davurica, 7 71> /N B. platyphylla,
¥ 5 & OEEFE Cerasus spp. LLTF. 275 B). 7

FHE, 7 U Y X Hydrangea paniculata, /~1 ¥V

HWTHST » $aREF 2 AL -

g 2 BERE - BAES - NIERDL - R

Kalopanax septemlobus, =7/ % Magnolia obovata, 7
W & Ostrya japonica, </ /Nv Y X Staphylea bumalda.
FFNKRE AV = Tilia maximowicziana & £ iz, 15
LNT=ET MK L CEEEAEZEA L, BERr Y
AT A v 7 BRI &AT o To R R
DBH [ ALk 1. 03;95% fSHHXH (1. 02-1.04) ], 38 LT
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Abstract

Tree cavities are important and limited resources for
arboreal small-sized mammals and forest birds. Therefore,
cavities may be useful indicators for evaluating habitat
quality. To understand ecological characteristics of animals
nesting in cavities, it is important to understand characteristics
of cavity trees and document number of cavities in the
habitat. The Siberian flying squirrel, Pteromys volans, is
widely distributed in the northern part of Eurasian Continent,
Sakhalin, and Hokkaido; is arboreal; and nests in cavities.
On Hokkaido Island, Japan, there is an endemic subspecies,
Pteromys volans orii. Unlike the Eurasian population’s
habitat (coniferous or mixed forest), the Hokkaido population
occurs in deciduous or mixed forest. In general, deciduous
trees have more cavities than coniferous trees. On Hokkaido,
then, deciduous forests may provide more nest resources for
Siberian flying squirrels. To obtain fundamental information
on cavity resources in Hokkaido’s deciduous forests, we
documented number of cavities and characteristics of cavity
trees in two different deciduous forests: Acer mono-rich forest
and Quercus crispula-rich forest. The Acer mono-rich forest
had many more cavities that the Quercus crispula-rich forest.
Tree growth rate, number of cavities, and number of live
trees may have affected this difference. In both forests, more
cavities were found in shorter sub-canopy trees than in taller
canopy trees. These sub-canopy trees may be more likely to

decay because of the stress of competing for sunlight.



